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In the United States of America, the 1960’s were at a time when people of color were targeted and not treated equally. In Birmingham, Alabama homemade Bombs were set off in black homes and churches so frequently that the city earned its name bombing him. One tragic example is the Birmingham churches bombing on September 15, 1963, where four girls were killed. The bomb exploded before Sunday morning services in a predominantly black congregation that also was used as the meeting place for civil rights leaders[footnoteRef:1].   [1:  Robinson, P. H., & Robinson, S. M. (2017). TRAGEDY, OUTRAGE & REFORM: Crimes that Changed Our World: 1963–Birmingham Church Bombing–Civil Rights.
] 

	My opinion on the Birmingham bombing is that justice was not served in the murders of the four girls and the twenty-two injured. On Sunday, September 15th four known Klansmen and segregationists bomb the Baptist church. They placed fifteen sticks of dynamite under the church steps. The Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) concluded in 1965 that four Klansman Thomas Edwin, Herman Cash, Robert Chambliss, and Bobby Cherry were responsible, but no prosecutions happened until 1977. In 1977 one of the Klansman Robert Chambliss was tried and convicted of first-degree murder but for only one of the victims, Carol Mcnair. The other two Klansman were both convicted of four counts of murder and sentenced to life in prison in 2001 and 2002. In 1994 Herman Cash died so he was never charged with his alleged involvement in the bombing.
I believe that justice was not served for the Baptist church because the FBI knew who did the crime and did nothing about it. I don’t think it was right for them to wait fourteen years to prosecute them.  
Looking at chronological of events that happened in Birmingham, before the day of the bombing, it’s is vividly clear that white supremacists are the ones who were the ones who organized the bombing. The Street Baptist Church was predominated by the African American. During the times for civil rights movements, Birmingham was recognized as the major site of demonstrations, sit-ins, and marches which resulted in police brutality and the violence from whites. There were different cases of homemade bombs being planted by the white supremacists in churches and homes of the African American[footnoteRef:2]. Several protests were organized in local African churches such as 16th Street Baptist Church, which was led by civil rights activists. The Ku Klux Klan was the routinely using bomb threats to intimidate the demonstrators thus disrupting the meetings[footnoteRef:3].  [2:  Lortie, S., & Dubek, L. (2018). Back to Birmingham: Three Poets Remember the Sixteenth Street Church Bombing. In Living Legacies (pp. 85-95). Routledge.
]  [3:  Durand, E. (2014). Second Reaction: Already a Classic? A Look at The Watsons across Media, Teaching, and Research. First Opinions, Second Reactions, 7(1), 14.
] 

When the dynamite bomb was made at around 10:22 am on 15th, September 1963, the church members were attending the Sunday school classes before the 11.00 am church service began. According to the FBI report, the bombing destroyed the bathroom brick walls and killed four girls on spot. Some of the children who were in the building survived the carnage miraculously. However, they however encountered severe injuries to the face and other parts of the body. 
The picture of the four children is sufficiently enough to instigate anarchy. People were the highly emotional aftermath. The public highly condemned the terrorist act, and these ignited the passage of the law favoring the Civil Rights movement. However, the tension increased which was emboldened by the KKK members. The FBI started working on tracing the names of the people who were responsible for the crime. 
There was a different reaction from different people. Firstly, James Stuart Olson and wrote the article on “Outrage over the Birmingham Church Bombing spread throughout the country’. Several public officials of different areas condemned the act. The act of violence gave the entire country a new image of destructiveness by the white supremacy. the angry crown of black men started roaming around the streets throwing stones to the vehicles which had Confederate flags. 
In the same chaotic incident, the police brutality extended and shot one of the black teenagers. Investigation of the people who did the bombing and killed the innocent children was a strategic mistake for the Klan, as they were felt to have gained more strength. 
It took decades before the people realized what really happened during the Birmingham Bombing. The emotions of the people took longer before cooling down. The FBI did their investigation and identified that a group of Klansmen were the ones responsible for the bombing, but unfortunately, nobody was charged[footnoteRef:4]. This is an indication that even the FBI was led by racist people. It’s was very disappointing to note that for more than a decade, no one was arrested and brought to book.  [4:  Hirsch, A. (2017). Between Empathy and Imagination: New Photographic Experiments in Memorial Aesthetics in Too Hard to Keep and The Birmingham Project. Postmodern Culture, 27(3).
] 

The Birmingham Church Bombing was echoed by Martin Luther King Jr’s speech entitled have a dream. In the speech, he said that the Southern was highly segregated and mostly treated unfairly by the white counterparts. The bombing served as a goad of conscience. The city of Birmingham offered $52,000 reward to anybody that will provide the information concerning the bombers that will lead to their arrest.
 More than 8,000 mourners attended the burial, including clergymen from different races. However, there was no any city official that attended. 
The president who was power was wicked and wasn’t ready to allow the civil rights act to be passed in the country. John F. Kennedy, who was president then, lacked good leadership skills and was the greed of power. Kennedy’s leadership made the other politician to negatively criticize the killings but didn’t ask for the prosecution of the offenders, even after they were well known. 
There were four main suspects but the law wasn’t ready to make them pay for their actions. One of the suspects, Herman Cash, died back in 1994 without being charged. The second one was Robert Chambliss. The third suspect was Bobby Frank Cherry, who was indicted by the year 2000 but the court stated that he was mentally ill. The fourth suspect was found guilty and given a life sentence. 
In conclusion, I fully believe that justice wasn’t served to the four children and others who were severely injured. The FBI was fully aware of those who bombed the Baptist church but did not take any action[footnoteRef:5]. By doing this, the FBI indicated that they were not ready to fight to racism. The ethnocentrism had occupied most of the white supremacists and FBI top officials. The killing of innocent children is a very moronic act and they deserved justice.  [5:  Lortie, S., & Dubek, L. (2018). Back to Birmingham: Three Poets Remember the Sixteenth Street Church Bombing. In Living Legacies (pp. 85-95). Routledge.
] 
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